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World YWCA statement
against the Release of the Radioactive Water
from the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear power plant

1. Text of the motion
[bookmark: _GoBack]On August 24, 2023, the Japanese government initiated the release of radioactive contaminated water from the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant accident into the ocean. 
We declare;
- The Japanese government should now stop discharging radioactive contaminated water into the ocean and implement possible alternatives.
- The YWCA global movement, together with the international community must ensure the sustainable preservation of marine ecosystems and the human right to health. 
- YWCA of each country must urge their national governments to demand an end to the discharges for the safety of its citizens and future generations, particularly affecting women, young women, and girls, instead of prioritizing economic gains.

2. Supporting evidence of the motion 
The Japanese government discharged ‘treated water,’ which still contains nuclides harmful to humans. Many research points out that there is a disproportionately high incidence of thyroid cancer among women and children residing in the vicinity of operational nuclear power plants around the world. In addition to causing cancer and other diseases, radionuclides have the potential to damage cellular structures, reproductive systems, and fetuses.

People living in Fukushima have lived for 12 years after the 2011 accident, not only under threat of health damages but also with the pain of having the name of their hometown be associated with “contamination,” discriminatory treatment of survivors from some actors, and the difficulty to even talk about their experiences and feelings safely, as the issue of the accident became an increasingly political matter. 

Moving to larger storage tanks or solidifying the contaminated water with cement was suggested by experts worldwide, including Japan, but the Japanese government chose the cheapest and most dangerous way. This intentional discharge will continue for over 30 years. The ramifications will extend beyond Japan and the Asia Pacific Ocean. Since the oceans are interconnected, the discharge will affect people worldwide.

3. How is the motion consistent with the World YWCA's purpose and priorities, and how it will contribute to the local, national and global advocacy work and collective achievement of Goal 2035? 
The mandate of World YWCA includes promoting and sustaining environmental care through women's leadership. In alignment with Goal 2035, we aim to fulfil environmental justice and women's health rights. However, this discharge seriously ruins the global environment and living creatures created by God. The discharge will impact the present and future generations, particularly affecting women, young women and girls. This underscores the crucial need for solidarity within the international community.
YWCA Japan and Korea have been protesting against the Japanese government's decision to release contaminated water into the ocean; local YWCAs and young leaders of YWCA are actively raising their voices through statements, press conferences, street and online campaigns, and demonstrations.
The World YWCA should communicate with international communities about YWCA’s clear position to protect the environment and call for responsible action for a sustainable planet. By ending the discharge, we will eliminate the threat to the health rights of women and girls in the world.  
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