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Women Mobilizing
to End the War
KOREA PEACE NOW

May 24, 2020

Statement of Solidarity with Korean Women’s Movement for Peace on the Occasion
of International Women’s Day for Peace & Disarmament

On behalf of the global campaign Korea Peace Now! Women Mobilizing to End the War,
we send greetings and solidarity to our South Korean partners, the Korean Women's
Movement for Peace, on the occasion of International Women's Day for Peace &
Disarmament.

We wholeheartedly thank the members of the Korean Women's Movement for Peace for
their unwavering commitment and dedication to end the 70-year-old Korean War and bring
lasting peace to the Korean Peninsula.

Since we organized our historic DMZ crossing with our South Korean and North Korean
sisters in 2015, there has been an extraordinary shift toward peace in Korea.

This shift 1s largely attributed to the South Korean peace movement, especially the
longtime members of the Korean Women's Movement for Peace, who, i 2015 when we
organized our DMZ crossing, displaved their bravery and boldness n the face of threats to
their safety and reputation given that the National Secunity Law criminalizes any
engagement with the North.

Your strength gives us energy. Your clarity gives us focus. Your light shines the way
forward. We thank vou for your courage, deternunation, and persistence, and for working
hand in hand with us on this hard but transformative journey.

20 o 45431:

e

A
Christine Ahn and Liz Bernstein, co-coordinators

Korea Peace Now!
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WOMEN G INTERNATIONAL LEAGLE FOR

-
' PEACE & FREEDOM

Solidarity IMessage to Korean Women's Movement for Peace
on International Women's Day for Peace and Disarmament

May 2020

On this International Women's Day for Peace and Disarmament, Women's International League
tor Peace and Freedom extends our deepest respect to the Korean Women's Movement for
Peace for your dedication to the long, continuous struggle to end the Korean War and to bring
peace on the Korean Peninsula. We also recognize and respect your work for peace in the wider
Northeast Asia region and the world.

WILFF is proud to be a long-time partner of the Korean women-led feminist peace movement.
Those of us in WILPF working with yvou have witnessed firsthand, Korean women's tireless
efforts to end the Korean War and bring durable peace on the Peninsula and have come to
know that we share a vision of peace. We have learned through many Korean women's stories
told during various meetings, such as in Kaesong and Washington, DC, to overcome decades-
long division and to reunite separated families. We have worked together to ensure women's
participation in peace and security processes. We have affirmed the need to demilitarize and
denuclearize the Northeast Asia region.

Women's participation, demilitarization, denuclearization, and just economy are the very core
values that WILFF has embraced since 1100 women who gathered at the International Congress
at the Hague, Netherlands in 1915, and established us as the first international women's peace
organization to stop World War L.

The Korean Women's Peace Movement has always inspired us by your strength, resilience,
perseverance, and courage demonstrated over decades and through many difficult imes.
Therefore, today, we reaffirm our commitment to standing in solidarity to further vour efforts
to end the Korean War and to achieve peace on the Korean Peninsula and beyond.

Geneva office Mew York Office

Rue de Varembé 1 777 UN Plaza, &th Floor
Case Postale 28 Mew York

1211 Geneva 20 MY 10017

Switzerland UsAa

Tel : +41 (0)22 919 7080  Tel: 41 () 212 682 1265
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GPPAC Northeast Asia - Message of Solidarity
International Women's Day for Peace and Disarmament
May 2020

The Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) and its Mortheast Asian
netwark stand together in solidarity with all our friends and partners in Korea on the occasion of
the International Women's Day for Peace and Disarmament - May 24. Today, together we celebrate
the historic and current efforts of women for peacebuilding and disarmament.

The world today faces the evolving and urgent situation of the COVID-19 pandemic, which is
causing the untimely deaths of tens of thousands of people. Womean are disproportionately
affected by the economic and societal impacts of COVID-19, which is highlighting out various
inequalities and problems within societies,

Tthe COVID-19 pandemic is showing now more than ever the need for a broader approach to
security. A security which does not rely on militarism, violence or patriarchal structures, but
instead focuses on people’s lives and wellbeing. A shift from warfare to health care, from national
ta human security.

Women's movements have long shown us the path forward in this direction. Today women also
play key roles not only in dealing with the crisis, but also in the efforts to ensure that the post-
COVID world can be more peaceful, mare equal, and more sustainable,

fs peacebuilders in Northeast Asia, we still have a long road ahead. Although the COVID-19
pandemic prevents us from gathering in person today as we have in the past for women's peace
marches or conferences, we stand together in solidarity. This year is @ key year for Northeast Asia,
and for women, peace and security. GFPAC MNortheast Asia looks forward to working together with
you all ta strengthen cooperation in our region, to work towards peace on the Korean Peninsula
and denuclearization and demilitarization of all of Nartheast Asia, and to ensure that full space and
suppaort is given for women's participation and leadership.
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