60 Years After the Armistice, Peace Declaration of Korean Christians at Mt. So-Yi (DMZ)

'God of Life, Lead Us to Justice and Peace!'
- Declaration of Korean Christians for a Peace Treaty, from Truce to Peace! -

First of all, we confess that much of the blame should go to Korean Christians
for the repeated near-war crises and armed conflicts in our history of division
between North and South, with the pains of war and division still

unhealed. We

Korean Christians now reflect humbly on whether or not we have led in fixing
national division, instigating conflicts, and sinning against our brothers and sisters
in the name of God rather than leading the way to peace; and we repent what we
have done.
This means that we must follow the Korean churches' prophetic tradition for
national independence and freedom, democracy and human rights, and our faith
tradition, confessing that God's will and our mission is to overcome the reality of
national division and to accomplish peace (Matthew 5;23~24). The peace
movements of the Korean churches have been national independence movements
and mission movements declaring God's kingdom of justice and peace and putting
it into practice. (Declaration of the Churches of Korea on National Reunification and
Peace, 1988).

Feeling in our hearts the shameful history of the past 60 years since the signing
of the 1953 armistice, we stand on Mt. So-Yi in the demilitarized zone,
overlooking our land split into South and North, and pray for peace in the Korean
peninsula and the world; and we appeal to the Korean churches, the world
churches, the authorities of South and North Korea, and all related countries, to
take positive actions for peace in the Korean peninsula and in Asia.
1. Appeal to the Churches of Korea and the 10th Assembly of the WCC in Busan
We appeal to the Korean churches to be churches of peace acting for
reconciliation and healing through our God-given love, rather than fostering
conflicts between South and North or within the South. We pray that our churches
will not look away from fellow citizens in the north who need our help, but will
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pursue God's peace based on love and justice, not worldly peace cloaked in power
and material things.
In particular, the year 2013 marks the 60th anniversary of the armistice. We
believe and testify that the World Council of Churches Assembly soon to be held
in Korea is God's love, providence and grace bestowed on us for the peace of the
Korean peninsula and East Asia. The WCC is the ecumenical community that has
stood with us in solidarity and prayers that our nation may tear down the iron
wall between South and North, and overcome and heal the pains of war. Hoping
that the WCC Assembly in Busan will take decisive steps toward bringing national
reconciliation and peace to the divided Korean peninsula, we appeal to the
churches of Korea and the world as follows:
1) The WCC Assembly should be a gathering where churches and Christians of
the North can participate.
We cannot imagine the Assembly without the participation of Christians from the
North. This should be an Assembly where we can comfort our brothers and
sisters who shed tears and suffer under the division. It is essential that Christians
from the North participate in this place of discussions and prayers for peace on
the Korean peninsula. We earnestly pray that Christians in the North will take part
in this festival of world churches seeking a just and peaceful world order. The
Korean churches will do our best to facilitate the participation of North Korean
Christians in the Assembly; and we urge the world churches, the governments of
South and North Korea, and all related countries to make positive efforts to enable
this.
2) The WCC Assembly should adopt a resolution and an action plan urging the
concerned parties to sign a peace treaty.
The Korean peninsula served as a battlefield for the Sino-Japanese war (1894)
and the Russo-Japanese war (1904). From 1910, Korea suffered under Japanese
colonial rule for 35 years, and was finally liberated in 1945; but before long the
country was divided and thrust into the painful war between North and South. In
the 1950-53 Korean War, the quantity of bombs dropped on Korea exceeded the
amount dropped on the entire European region during World War II. The death toll
from the disastrous war1) exceeded six million, including soldiers from the South
and the North, the USA, the UN2) and China; and South and North civilians. In
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addition, the war yielded three million refugees and more than 10 million
separated families, whose aged members are now dying of old age, still lonely and
missing their loved ones. The past 60 years under the unstable condition of
armistice has been a time of anxiety and fear, as war can break out again at any
time.
The division of Korea and the Korean War are the tragic product of the
superpowers' fight for geopolitical hegemony during the Cold War, which followed
World War II. Korean Christians demand that the concerned parties, that is, the
UN (specifically the US, which signed the armistice on behalf of the UN), China,
and South and North Korea, repeal the armistice agreement, which is only a
ceasefire, and work responsibly to adopt a peace treaty. The world churches
should, with positive resolve and action, urge the two halves of Korea, the only
divided country in the world, to end the war and establish a peace system. This
will be a stepping stone toward overcoming the 20th century cold war system and
making peace in Northeast Asia, which is becoming an arena of nuclear and
state-of-the-art weapons.
3) Expanded cooperation for sustainable humanitarian sharing with the North is
needed.
The Korean churches clarified the principles of "citizens' participation" and
"humanitarian support and cooperation" in the "Declaration of the Churches of
Korea on National Reunification and Peace" in 1988. Despite this, interactions
between South Koreans and North Koreans have often been interrupted, depending
on the policies of the South and North governments; presently it is very difficult
to share humanitarian support with our brothers and sisters suffering the pains of
separation, hunger, and disease. To help people in need is the commandment of
love given us by God, as well as our human duty. Therefore humanitarian aid
should not be subject to political calculation; rather, spontaneous and free
exchange and cooperation of civilians should be secured. For this, various
ecumenical communities around the world, beyond national frameworks, are called
upon to expand their international solidarity and cooperation efforts. We deeply
appreciate the world churches' concern and cooperation rendered to us already;
and we hope that the WCC Assembly in Busan will initiate discussions on this
matter.
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2. We sincerely request an inter-Korean summit for peace on the Korean peninsula.
Since the July 4th Joint Declaration proclaiming the principles of great national
unity for national self-reliance and peace transcending differences of ideologies
and systems, the two Koreas have paved the path to peace through the
"South-North Basic Agreement" in 1992, the "1992 inter-Korean denuclearization
pact," the "June 15th Joint Declaration" in 2000, the "October 4th Peace
Declaration" in 2007, and the "six-party talks" including the two Koreas, the
United States, China, Japan and Russia. As a result of these efforts, miraculously,
inter-Korean family reunions took place, Mt. Geumgang tours started and South
Korean companies operated in the Gaeseong Industrial Complex. Nobody can block
our aspirations toward national reconciliation and reunification, for whatever
reason.
We Korean Christians clarify that the Korean people are uniformly united against
war. We long for peace, for Christ is peace. Now we should heal the wounds of
the Korean War and the 60 years of pain under the armistice. It is our most
urgent task, and can be put off no longer. On the 60th anniversary of the
Armistice, we appeal earnestly to the new leaders of both South and North, to
hold an inter-Korean summit that will spur replacement of the armistice with a
peace treaty. The Korean churches will pray for this and put it into action.

July 27th, 2013, 60 years after the armistice
At the peace prayer meeting of Korean Christians on Mt. So-Yi
The National Council of YMCAs of Korea
National YWCA of Korea
Bible Korea
Hananuri
1) A total of 2,500,000 soldiers' lives were lost (including 220,000 south Korean, 600,000 north
Koreans, 140,000 Americans, 16,000 United Nations forces, 1,000,000 Chinese, and soldiers who
died from disease during the war). Statistics from 1970 Encyclopaedia Britannica.
2) - The 16 UN member states that dispatched troops to Korea: USA, England, Australia, Canada,
Netherlands, France, New Zealand, Philippines, South Africa, Turkey, Thailand, Greece, Belgium,
Luxembourg, Ethiopia, and Colombia.
- The five countries that offered medical aid: Denmark, India, Italy, Norway, and Sweden.
- The 19 countries that offered aid supplies: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Iceland, Israel, Lebanon, Liberia, Mexico, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, and Venezuela.
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